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Inspired by the vast landscapes of the American West, Susie Hyer's paintings are meticulously composed.

-4
Snow-capped peaks. Deep gorges. Stands of golden aspen.  from magazines. Art reference books sit in bookcases ;
Frost-tinged mountain valleys. Silvery rivers and willow- or lie open on a table for inspiration. “I love our living §
lined creeks. Above it all, an arch of deep-blue Colorado Colorado painters—Ron Hicks, Dan Sprick, Quang, Ho, 5
sky or a clear night sky with stars close enough to touch Mark Daily and Kevin Wechbach,” Hyer says. She goes =

Hyer's studio (in the mountains above Denver) is the on to say that she’s also inspired by the nocturnes (night

size of a three-car garage and is, in fact, directly over her  paintings) of Frederic Remington and Frank Tenney
garage. “It’s huge ... you could have a square dance in Johnson, “not so much for their Western subject matter
here,” she says. The space is filled with paintings—both but for their feeling and color of the night” >>

finished and unfinished—sketchbooks, plein-air studies,

"The View Through 2." oil on Masonite (18" x 12"}, captures the
brushes and tubes of paint (she only paints in oils).

first snow on the mountains framed by stands of aspen trees
Tacked to the walls: photos, postcards and torn pages still clinging to their magnificent yellow and orange fall foliage.
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“Morning Reflections, ” oil on linen (30" x 30"). The
sun'’s shimmering golden light reflects in a creek
near the artist's home. It is early morning and
there’s a hint of autumn in the crisp mountain air. >>

82 MOUNTAINLIVING.COM





image4.jpeg
ARTIST

84 MOUNTAINLIVING.COM

Although Hyer favors oil paints because they dry more
slowly and can be manipulated more easily, she paints on
many different surfaces—Masonite, wood panels, gesso
board, linen panels, stretched canvases—for different
effects. “Ilike to experiment and try new things,” she says.
When painting on a wood panel, she puts washes and
stains on the wood and then “scrapes them back.” Out
in the field, she works on linen panels; in the studio, she
prefers stretched linen canvases.

Her paintings often start as quick oil sketches out in the
field and emerge as complete paintings in the studio. “I'm

an outdoors person and love standing in nature, but it is
difficult to make a thoughtful painting in the field when
fighting sun, rain ... and bugs,” she says.

Hyer honed her skilis on the competitive circuit of piein-
air painting events, competitions which, she explains, are
much like the rodeo circuit or golf tournaments. The Oil
Painters of America Plein Air Salon advertises a “purse” >>
“Afternoon Graze,” oil on linen (18" x 24"}.

Brown cows graze in a high-mountain meadow,
the sun warm on their backs. Some pause to
gaze at the artist painting their portraits.
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of $50,000. It works something like this: Artists converge,
paint for the better part of a week, and put up a show that
stays up for, maybe, a weekend, during which collectors
gather to admire and to buy. “It is a little like Vegas,” Hyer
says. “You either make bank or you ‘lose’ the money you
spent on travel and supplies.” Win or not, she is gratified to
know that it is for a good cause. The events are usually orga-
nized to benefit nonprofits like art centers, local museums or,
for example, the Sheridan Opera House in Telluride.

With a degree in art from Moravian University in
Pennsylvania, Hyer has been painting all her life—but has

worked other jobs and did not become a full-time artist
until 2010. “I took a leap of faith and decided to ‘go for it,”
she says. She adds that trying to make a living as an artist
is “so random; it is either feast or famine” but concludes
that, although it is alot of pressure and alot of work, she
would not choose anything else. ¢

LEFT: Hyer wears snowshoes while painting at Uncie
Bud'’s Hut (one of the 10th Mountain Division Huts in
central Colorado’s Rocky Mountains). "It was January
and probably 15 degrees,” she recalls. RIGHT: "Quiet
Morning in the Woods, " oil on birch {24" x 18").

susiehyerstudio.com
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